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Orange
Order#  752862

$9999

USCG APPROVED Type V with Type II Performance

LIMITED QUANTITIES!

Red
Order#  761645

In-Sight Inflatable PFD

• Full-featured, high quality inflatable
• Heavy-duty 420 denier nylon shell
• In-Sight window shows armed status
• Neoprene comfort collar
• Full 35 lbs buoyancy

Reg 149.99

SAVE
$50

Hawk Epoxy

Quart Resin $2999
Order# 756669

Gallon Resin $7999
Order# 756670

State-of-the-art, easy to use, 
low-viscosity epoxy system. 

Bristol Finish Traditional 
Amber Urethane

BTF-BF
Order# 749901

qt kit$5799

A low maintenance alternative 
to traditional spar varnish. 
Highest UV resistance available 
in a transparent coating.

Size Order# Weight Each Bale #Bale
15"x19"x3/16" 123472 Single 0.59 89.99 #200
15"x19"x1/4" 123422 Medium 0.79 59.99 #100
15"x19"x1/4" 145762 Double 0.89 71.99 #100

Oil Absorbent Sheets
Each sheet absorbs 13 to 25 
times its weight in oil, fuel 
and other hydrocarbons. 
Great for engine work, winter-
ization, and cleaning spills.

Oil Change Pump
12 volt. Quick, easy 
and clean. Reversing 
bronze pump. 
Rebuildable. 

$23499

• Lightweight Blue
• Premium White
• Super Heavy Duty Silver
 Search# STT-

3 GRADES, 
27 SIZES!

TARPS

Rechargeable Spotlight
100 watt quartz halogen bulb. 
Includes both 12v quick charge & 
110 v chargers. Operates from 12v 
cord or internal battery.

Color Order#
Black 146561
White 145858

$3499
2 Million 

Candle 
Power!

Waterproof, breathable, 
durable. High performance.
SEARCH# 
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Yacht Rain Gear

800-639-2715
hamiltonmarine.com

Manual/Auto

JAB-17800-2000
Order# 149097

FREE HEAT From Your Engine’s 
Closed Cooling System!
Heavy-duty, non-corrosive, glass-filled nylon 
housing. Flush mount or ducted models. 
28,000 to 40,000 BTU.  
Search# MH-

Wayne Hamilton rows a boat built by students 
at the Hamilton Learning Center, a program 
made possible through a partnership between 
Searsport High School, the Penobscot Marine 
Museum and Hamilton Marine.

Find out more about the 
Hamilton Learning Center 
and watch a video of a 
boat launch by clicking 
on the QR code!

Many Hamilton Marine employees 
maintain their own boats. And there 
is no better teacher than hands-on 
experience. We know and use the 
products we sell and can tell you 
what works best for a given applica-
tion. And, more importantly, what 
doesn’t. If you have questions about 
a simple repair or a daunting proj-
ect, come in to any of our five stores 
along the Maine coast. We can help.

On & Off Hull & 
Bottom Cleaner

MK-20128 
Order# 123144

MK-2032 
Order# 123145 32 oz

gallon

Sta-Bil™ Marine Formula 
Ethanol Gasoline Treatment

$1299

$2999

32 oz treats 320 gallons 
Order# 730803

10 oz treats 100 gallons 
Order# 732674

$939

$2499

10

www.audioseastories.com September/October 2016  Good Old Boat 1



Just for fun

 Quick and easy 
65 Snare dock fittings 
 from a distance 

The humble boathook 
performs a clever rope trick
BY JIM SHELL

66 Boat locker boot camp
A car trunk organizer brings order 
to misfit stowages 
BY CHRIS FARANETTA

67 Remote-controlled seacock
It opens and closes 
with a throttle lever 
BY ANDY VINE

70 Product launchings
Your boat phones home and  
an iOS chart-viewer app gets better 
 

71 Good old classifieds

 Reflections 
77 Spider wars

Eradication attempts wither 
to a ritual cleansing
BY DEAN RAFFAELLI

On the cover . . . 
Lynn Watrous is all smiles at the helm of the 1969 Bristol 39 
yawl Mirari sailing off Mystic, Connecticut. Lynn’s sailing 

partner is Mirari’s owner, 
Dan Stadtlander. Last year, 
Dan raced Mirari to victory 
in the Bermuda One-Two, 
winning first in class and 
fleet for the singlehanded 
outward leg from Newport, 
RI, and first in class for the 
doublehanded return leg. 
Mirari was the cover girl on 
the May 2014 Good Old Boat. 
(Cherie Calabrese captured 
them with her Nikon 7100.)

  5 Web sightings
Sailboat identifiers, sailboat sales, sailboat 
tips, and a family’s sailboat adventure. 
 

 The view from here 
  7 Generation next

Sailing with the heirs to our pastime
BY KAREN LARSON

 Mail buoy 
  8  Refit reflections, tank troubles 
 and a Cutless question

 Simple solutions 
64 Overhead storage 

Spaces between deck beams 
beg to be filled
BY ALAN LUCAS

64

 Learning experience
46 Deliverance from a doomed delivery

The best decision was to call for help
BY MARK MYAARD

What’s more

65

TM

ISSUE 110

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2016

CONTENTS

70

46

www.audioseastories.com September/October 2016  Good Old Boat 3



Safe sailing     

Rat’s axiom, that there is nothing 
— absolutely nothing — half 
so much worth doing as simply 

messing about in boats, is especially 
true for those of us who own and sail 
good old boats. While the shiny gelcoat 
of a new boat is certainly eye-catching, 
the thought of 20 years of boat payments 
quickly dulls that gleam and a 20-year- 
old boat begins to look much more 
attractive. And if it needs some messing 
about with, that’s an excuse to go 
down to the marina, putter around on a 
“mature” boat, and spin yarns with the 
folks in the next slip.

When I bought my 1988 Pearson 31-2 
many years ago, she had been neglected 
by a previous owner who no longer had 
the energy or inclination to maintain 
her. Desire was sound but, along with 
much TLC, was due for many of the 
upgrades and rebuilds older boats 
commonly need. I rolled up my sleeves 
and got to work. Once I had her back  
in Bristol fashion, I was able to start  
on some projects that would make it 
easier for me to sail her singlehanded. 
Near the top of the list was the main-
sheet traveler.

Pearson built the 31-2 with the 
standard center-boom mainsheet setup 
with the traveler on the cabintop just 
forward of the companionway hatch. 
The traveler control lines ran through 
cam cleats at each end of the traveler, 
through slots in the windows of the 
dodger, and into the cockpit on either 
side. To adjust the traveler, I had to 
leave the helm, go forward to ease the 
windward control line, then cross to 
the other side of the cockpit to take 
up the slack on the leeward side. To 
make matters worse, the worn-out cam 
cleats made it difficult to release the 
lines from behind the dodger. This often 
led to more excitement than I care for 
when tacking in stronger winds, as 

Singlehanding 
               the mainsail
Traveler controls belong in the hands of the helmsman BY JOE CLOIDT

Joe sails singlehanded much of the time, and with his new mainsheet traveler control 
lines he can easily make adjustments to mainsail trim without leaving the wheel.
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I was no longer at the wheel to keep 
the boat pointed in the right direction. 
There had to a better way!

Rumspiration
I spent an afternoon aboard sipping 
Mount Gay rum and brainstorming 
ideas for a new traveler configuration. 
The solution was simple in principle 
but, as with most bright ideas, imple-
mentation was a different story. My idea 
was to remove the existing cam cleats, 
route the port-side control line across 
the cabintop to a turning block on the 
starboard side, and feed both lines aft 
through the dodger. I would secure 
them with new cam cleats mounted at 
the aft end of the cabintop where they 
would be within easy reach from the 
wheel. After considering the pros and 
cons of the new setup, I put my plan 
into action.

My local marine store had a disap-
pointing selection of sailboat hardware 
but I was able to buy the line I needed: 
5⁄16-inch Sta-Set double braid from New 
England Ropes. The new traveler lines 
would run side by side, so I selected red 
line for the port-side control line and 
green for starboard. 

I went online to buy 
the block and cleats. 
Defender was having a 
sale on Harken hard-
ware, and I selected 
a 29mm Carbo Air 
cheek block and a 
couple of Cam-Matic 
fairlead kits. In a few 
days, the Defender 
package was at my 
front door.

After removing the 
worn-out cam cleats 
and control lines, 
I rove the new control lines through 
the existing blocks at each end of the 
traveler and attached them to the  
traveler car. Splicing an eye in double-
braid line has always reminded me of 
a snake eating itself and I have never 
mastered the technique. I tied the lines 
to the car with bowlines.

A plan
The old cam cleats had been mounted 
on stainless-steel plates attached to 
the traveler beneath the double cheek 
blocks. My plan was to mount a new 
turning block for the port-side line on 

the starboard plate, but when I placed 
the new block on the plate for fit, it 
was evident that it would interfere 
with leading the starboard line aft. The 
new block would have to be mounted 
inboard of the starboard block, but the 
plate wasn’t wide enough for me to do 
that. I would have to fabricate another 
mounting plate that I could bolt on 
top of the stainless-steel plate as an 
extension.

I took some measurements back to 
my shop, where I cut a piece of 1⁄8-inch 
aluminum flat stock to make the second 
plate and drilled holes for mounting 

The cam cleats for the traveler control lines were too far forward for 
Joe to easily release the lines, above. He removed the port-side cam 
cleat and led the line to the starboard side and through a cheek block, 
above right, so the port and starboard lines run side by side, at right.
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Safe sailing | Singlehanding the mainsail

allow access to the bolts 
securing deck-mounted 
hardware. My initial plan 
was to mount the cam cleats 
as far aft on the cabintop as 
possible, but on removing 
the panel I saw the opening 
didn’t extend aft far enough 
to allow easy access. The 
narrow space between the 
deck and the headliner made 

for a tight spot for hardware and tools. 
The backing plate for the cabintop winch 
and the curvature of the cabintop also 
limited the mounting options. As is often 
the case on a boat, a compromise was 
needed. I mounted the cam cleats farther 
forward than planned, but still within 
reach from the helm.

After marking the locations for 
the cleats on the cabintop, I checked 
from the inside to ensure the cleat 
hardware and backing plates would not 
interfere with other hardware or wiring. 
Satisfied, I drilled and countersunk the 
mounting holes in the coreless outer 
skin. I dry-mounted the cleats to make 
sure they fit and measured on the inside 
for backing plates. I made another trip 
to my shop to fabricate the plates from 
the 1⁄8-inch aluminum flat stock.

I installed the cleats using 3M 
Silicone Sealant on the stainless-steel 
hardware and the bases of the cleats. 
I’ve shied away from the more 
tenacious adhesive sealants because 
removing hardware bedded with these 
compounds usually involves much 
cussing and a pry bar.

With all the hardware mounted, it 
was time for a dockside test and — 
other than the line that still rubbed a 
bit — the new traveler setup operated 
perfectly. The canvas shop called later 
that day to say the dodger was done. 
Once I’d reinstalled that, I fed the 
control lines through the new slot in 
the window and into the cam cleats and 
tied stopper knots at the bitter ends. It 
was time for a test sail.

block. This raised the line, but not 
enough to solve the problem. I knew 
I was on the right track and I had some 
ideas about possible solutions, but 
I decided to press on and come back to 
this later.

The next problem was the vertical 
slot in the dodger window. The dodger 
was originally designed so one line 
could pass through it, but now it had to 
allow two lines to pass through it side 
by side. As the clear vinyl wasn’t very 
clear anymore, it was an easy decision 
to have the local canvas shop replace 
the window and, at the same time, 
change the slot to accommodate the 
two lines.

To mark the location for the new 
slot, I pulled the lines to the aft end of 
the cabintop to where the new cam 
cleats would be located and boxed out 
the new slot on the old window with 
blue painter’s tape. While the dodger 
was at the canvas shop, I moved on 
to the next step of mounting the cam 
cleats on the cabintop.

A tight spot
Fortunately, Pearson provided remov-
able panels in the cabin overhead to 

the adapter plate and the 
new block. A quick check 
for fit showed the adapter 
plate was wide enough for 
the new block to clear the 
starboard line and that the 
holes lined up with those in 
the stainless-steel plate.

I cleaned up the new 
plate and sprayed it with 
outboard motor paint to 
protect it from the elements. Because 
the two plates are dissimilar metals 
and subject to potential galvanic 
corrosion, I stuck a layer of wide 
clear shipping tape to the bottom of 
the aluminum plate for additional 
isolation. Using #10 stainless-steel 
hardware and liberal amounts of anti-
seize compound, I bolted the adapter 
plate to the stainless-steel plate at the 
outer hole where the old cam cleat 
had been located. I also added a tang 
at this point for attaching the Bimini 
cover strap.

I then mounted the outboard end of 
the new cheek block with a panhead 
machine screw, passing it through the 
inboard hole from the old cam cleat to 
capture the block, the adapter plate, 
and the stainless-steel plate. I bolted 
the inboard end of the new block to the 
adapter plate only, as the stainless-steel 
plate didn’t extend that far.

When I led the port-side control line 
across the boat to the new cheek block 
and led both control lines aft, there was 
no interference between the two blocks 
and the lines.

A glitch
So far so good but, even when pulled 
taut, the port control line rubbed on 
the traveler car and the sea hood that 
covers the companionway hatch slide. 
I thought an easy solution would be to 
raise the new turning block so the line 
would clear the sea hood.

I worked a scrap piece of teak to 
make a shim that would fit under the 

Resources
Harken deck hardware 
3M sealants:
www.defender.com

Sta-Set double-braid rope:
www.newenglandropes.com

A small bulls-eye fairlead 
solved the problem of the port-
side control line’s tendency to 
chafe on the sea hood.
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quite as friction-free as a block, should 
do the job. I took some measurements 
and, bending a piece of cardboard, 
made a prototype bracket. A twist-lock 
fastener for the dodger front window 
was in the spot where the new bracket 
would need to be located. I decided to 
mount the bracket under the twist lock 
using the existing screws.

I adjusted the angles on the prototype 
bracket to clear the traveler car and 
transferred the design to another piece 
of 1⁄8-inch aluminum flat stock. Then 
I installed the bracket under the 
twist-lock fastener and tweaked with 

A success
I picked a day with light 
wind to get the feel of the 
new setup and to avoid any 
fire drills in case something 
went wrong. After several 
tacks, the ease with which I could 
adjust the traveler made it clear all my 
effort had been worthwhile. By draping 
the control lines back toward the helm 
on the starboard cockpit bench, I could 
keep one hand on the wheel and work 
both control lines while still keeping 
Desire on course. Another benefit was 
I no longer had to struggle to pop the 
lines up out of the cam cleats, which 
had often been a problem before.

At this point, other than the port 
traveler control line rubbing on the sea 
hood, I was very happy with the results 
and decided to put in some sea miles 
to work out any kinks. None appeared 
after a month of sailing, so it was time 
to pour some more rum and finally 
solve the matter of the rubbing line.

A bulls-eye
I’d already thought of using a taller 
wooden shim under the new cheek 
block, but it would have meant raising 
the block so high it would stick out like 
a sore thumb and the line led aft would 
rub on the block’s side plates. It would 
also rub on the new slot in the dodger 
window. This was not a solution. 
I poured another glass of rum and gave 
it more thought. 

My second idea was to mount a 
block in the middle of the cabintop 
for the line to ride on, but there wasn’t 
much space between the front of the 
dodger and the traveler. Finding a block 
small enough and fashioning a bracket 
to hold it was a challenge. But I knew 
I was on the right track with this idea.

Digging into the parts box for 
inspiration, I spotted a plastic bull’s-eye 
fairlead and knew this was the answer. 
Small and low-profile, it would be easy 
to mount on a bracket and, although not 

the pliers to get the angles 
just right. I attached the 
fairlead to the bracket and 
ran the control line through 
it. With the new bracket, the 
line now cleared the seahood 

and the traveler car. I removed the 
bracket for cleaning and painting, then 
reinstalled it using silicone sealant on 
the mounting screws.

I finally considered the project to 
be done and I was very happy with 
the results. But since we don’t live in a 
perfect world, one last gotcha showed 
up. When I closed the dodger front 
window, the new bracket interfered with 
the leading edge of the window, making 
it almost impossible to get the window 
panel eyelet over that middle twist-lock. 
Since I was now out of rum and good 
ideas, I removed the twist-lock and 
allowed the window edge to simply lie 
flat. It’s not ideal, but it works. 

My modified traveler-control setup 
has been in place for well over a year 
and has worked well. This was a 
low-cost weekend project and it has 
made my singlehanded sailing much 
easier. I spent a little time messing 
about on my boat to get it done, but 
I can’t think of anything else half so 
much worth doing.

Joe Cloidt  is a sailor, writer, film 
maker, tinkerer, and electrical engi-
neer by trade. He has been messing 
about with sailboats for more than 
30 years and has worked on every part 
of them, from the bottom of the keel 
to the top of the mast and all parts in 
between. His current boat is Desire, 
a 1988 Pearson 31-2 that he sails 
on the Indian River Lagoon on the 
east central coast of Florida. Joe also 
enjoys charters in far off locations and 
the occasional cruise to the Bahamas 
when between jobs. Although mostly 
a cruising sailor, Joe crews on a J/30 
at the local yacht club for the Friday 
night Rhum Races.

The bulls-eye obstructs the 
center twist-lock fastener on 
the front of the dodger but, to 
Joe, that’s a fair compromise. 

Joe can release and ease, or trim and lock, 
either control line without leaving the helm.
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